
 

PawPrints November 6, 2020   
Principal’s Message: 
Dear PRS Community, 

 

We had a very interesting start to the school year this fall.  I am in awe of our 

students and teachers who have just made it work.  The students are wearing their 

masks and the staff have continued to improve their new way of teaching learners 

from afar and now while they have most of their students in front of them.  It has 

been a challenge for our teachers and staff and I know that our families have a lot 

more to juggle and consider this year.  On behalf of myself and the staff at PRS, 

thank you for showing us kindness and patience as we figure things out!   

 

Thank you for your participation in our first virtual Open House.  I was able to 

offer an information session to about 150 households and joined in about ½ of the 

teacher sessions.  It’s a little awkward, but we are getting used to this new virtual 

way of meeting.  I hope you had some of your questions answered.  Please know 

that we are here for you so do not hesitate to reach out to our office staff, nurse 

or teachers for information or with questions.  

 

This year we are focusing on Social Emotional Learning as a goal for our whole 

school.  We are using programs like 2nd Step to reinforce social skills, and The 

Great Body Shop, which is our health program, targets many strategies for 

students to build their social emotional well being.  We are grounding some of our 

work in professional articles and books to support our students in the best way 

possible.    Mr. Walton, our School Social Worker and our School Psychologist, Miss 

Smith are valuable resources for our students, teachers and families.   

 



In addition to making Social Emotional Learning a top priority, we will be focused on 

communicating with parents over the school year with attention paid to 

communicating how your child is doing in school.  Teachers will be using seesaw, 

email, phone calls home and check ins with parents to help support this work.   

  

Whether an in person learner or a distance learner, regular attendance in 

elementary school sets up a good pattern for your child’s entire school career. 

Show your child(ren) that school comes first by trying to keep days off for 

illnesses and family emergencies.  Also, to the greatest extent possible, schedule 

routine doctor and dentist appointments for after school or over school breaks.   

 

Enjoy our first edition of the 2020-2021 Paw Prints! 

 

Upcoming dates for your calendar… 

November 26th and 27th Thanksgiving Break/No School 

 

Fondly,  

 

Michelle Dixon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kindergarten 
We are having a great time getting to know each other online and in person!  Together, 
we are learning about books.  Students are learning the parts of a book and different 
types of books.  We are building our understanding of letter names and sounds plus 
how to write letters.  Some of our focus areas are:  rhyming, first and last sounds in 
words, and counting words in sentences and titles.  We are working on learning to 
identify, read, and write our early sight words.  In math, students are exploring different 
manipulatives.  We are learning how to identify, write, and count up to ten. They are 
also building varied ways to represent numbers.  Kindergarten is a lot of fun! 

 
First Grade 
We’re off to a great start in First Grade! Students are adjusting nicely to the increased 
demands that come with a new grade level and are working so hard with this strange 
new schedule! 

In Literacy, we are reviewing our letters, sounds, and letter formation from kindergarten 
and starting to apply them in writing and reading words. Our reading is focusing on story 
elements and really deepening our understanding of why they are important and how 
they connect. This is so important when retelling stories that we love! 

Math is starting to really get exciting as we start to solve word problems. We’re learning 
strategies for adding and using our READING skills too! Students have learned about 
attributes of shapes and how to split shapes into halves. We’re really enjoying our new 
program for math! 

Thanks to our at home learners for tuning in and working hard at home as well!! 

 



 
Second Grade 
The start to second grade has been incredible! October was a month filled with lots 
of learning, hard work, and fun! In reading, second graders have learned lots of great 
reading strategies to help them while reading independently. Second graders have 
also been building their reading stamina so they can read for longer amounts of 
time. We know that reading and rereading will help us become fluent readers!  
 
We have also been studying authors we read about in the classroom. We can learn 
from authors to help us become stronger writers. Second graders began writing 
their first piece of the year, a personal narrative. Second graders chose a special 
moment from their lives to write about. The second grade students are super excited 
to celebrate their writing by sharing with the rest of their classmates!  

 
Third Grade   
40 books? In one year? You heard that right! Third graders are eagerly 
attacking the 40 book challenge- can they read 40 good fit books in just one 
school year? That’s one book a week! The challenge encourages students to 
think beyond their typical reading comfort zone and to read books outside of 
their normal genre. What mysteries will they solve? Whose life story will they 
hear? What mystical or fantastical journeys will they go on? A reader lives a 
thousand lives, and third graders are about to tackle 40 of them! Ready, set, 
READ! 
 

 
Fourth Grade 

This year the whole district started using a new math program, San Francisco 
Math. The first few weeks of lessons were spent going over the Math Norms that help 



guide good math thinking. These norms include ideas such as thinking of errors as gifts 
that promote discussion, using multiple strategies and representations to solve 
problems, asking questions until something makes sense, the importance of talking 
about each other’s thinking, and the idea that answers are important, but they are not 
the math. Then we moved into the first unit, which focused on rounding numbers to 
estimate answers, and using the traditional algorithms to add and subtract large 
numbers. 

In reading, we spent the first few weeks reviewing good reading habits like how 
to find a good fit book, visualizing when reading, and building independent reading 
stamina. Then we reviewed how to infer when reading text, which helped us to think 
deeply about the characters in our stories, and determine the themes of the stories we 
read. Next month, we will continue to practice those strategies, but we will shift more of 
our focus to writing our personal narratives. 

 
Fifth Grade 
The first two months of school have passed by us.  We are getting into the groove of in person 

and full DL learning.  The children are learning the new rituals and routines that are a part of 

fifth grade and part of fifth grade with Covid. 

  

In math, we completed the introduction unit in San Francisco Math.  We learned the five 

norms:  Use multiple strategies and representations.  Errors are gifts that promote discussion. 

We can talk to each other about math.  Ask questions until ideas make sense.  Answers are 

important but they are not the math.  We then moved into our next unit, Multiplication and 

Division.  We worked to understand exactly what multiplication and division mean by using 

place value blocks.  We reviewed the open array or box method for multiplication.  We also 

learned the traditional or standard algorithm.  In division, we worked on using multiplication to 

divide.  We also used the Hangman Strategy. 

  

Our reading focus was on building the rituals and routines of a good reader.  We reviewed how 

to choose a good fit book and how to log our reading.  We got into the habit of reading every 

day.  We discussed the importance of sticking with a book and reading a variety of genres.  We 

also worked with characters and character traits.  Finally, we are building a repertoire of 

comprehension strategies so that we are growing as readers. 

  



We have written notes, summaries, character analyses, short responses, and process pieces. 

We have revisited the importance of capitalizing and punctuating sentences.  We have worked 

our way through the editing and revising process.  We are working to grow as spellers, too.  The 

more we read and the more we write, the better we will spell.  Writing is an important part of 

everyday life in fifth grade. 

  

We spent the first month of school on a United States Government unit in social studies.  We 

learned about the beginning of our government.  We looked at the Constitution and the 

Preamble.  We learned about the three branches of government (Executive, Judicial, and 

Legislative).  We learned what each branch is responsible for and the checks and balances that 

are in place within each branch. 

  

Our current focus in science is an Earth’s Systems unit.  So far, we learned about the 

hydrosphere and the geosphere. 

  

Though school is different with masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing, hand washing, learning 

about the Seesaw platform, and working on our chromebooks, some things remain the same. 

We got our orange Class of 2021 t-shirts last week!  Thanks to the PTO for generously paying for 

these shirts for our class.  We will wear them every Friday to show our grade level community 

spirit.  We enjoy all facets of the new school.  We are growing and learning every day.  

 
Specials 
Your students started the year experiencing specials in a whole new way!  Art, 
library, music, p.e., Spanish and S.T.E.M. have been happening in your 
children’s classrooms as Mrs. Hwang (Art) , Mrs. Lopez, Ms. Pardue (Music), 
Mrs. LaRock (Library Media), Mrs. Beeler (P.E.), Senora Wojcicki (Spanish)  and 
Mrs. Clark (S.T.E.M.) were rolling around the building and front field with 
carts!  While the delivery may have been different, the content was engaging 
and students were all very enthusiastic and receptive.  Specials teachers are all 
excited to be back in our respective spaces as of November 2nd for the next 
learning cycle!  
 
 



 
Nurse Notes 

Colleen Heneghan, RN      Email: CHenenghan@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

Phone: 860-768-3846 Fax: 860-644-4027 

  

I am so pleased to see the kids wearing their masks. It is not easy as we all know! We 
need to protect ourselves and others. Keep up the good work and reminders to the kids! 

COVID has certainly changed the school day. I am always here to navigate these 
uncertain times and help answer any questions. I encourage all parents to call me with 
any information related to COVID. I am keeping track of all COVID testing. As always it 
will remain confidential. Please refer to the CDC website for the latest in news and 
questions regarding COVID. https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus 

Below are some ways we can all keep each other safe. Please use these reminders: 

1.     Every morning make sure you perform the checklist for each student. This helps 
and benefits everyone. All COVID material is on the South Windsor website.Here is the 
link for the Daily checklist. 
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_239916/File/Reopening
%20Plan/COVID-19%20SELF%20CHECKLIST.pdf  

2.     Wearing a mask is our best protection against both COVID 
and the flu. Please come to school with a new face mask each day. If one is forgotten 
the school has some.  

  

 

 

 

 

https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=CjMVSDjp0lY2CK47P3tGONeOqtuiiTKFx9oQcYBilbetIm8mG3zYCA..&URL=mailto%3aCHenenghan%40swindsor.k12.ct.us
https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=RvYdIgL0px0NZEJuLez38ghlatfCnOGvlInzuXKRSZytIm8mG3zYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fportal.ct.gov%2fcoronavirus
https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=u7evg_KjmTMH2cpWHw4fhMVolhIgNYF5xUvBwh4dY7-tIm8mG3zYCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.southwindsorschools.org%2fUserFiles%2fServers%2fServer_239916%2fFile%2fReopening%252520Plan%2fCOVID-19%252520SELF%252520CHECKLIST.pdf
https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=u7evg_KjmTMH2cpWHw4fhMVolhIgNYF5xUvBwh4dY7-tIm8mG3zYCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.southwindsorschools.org%2fUserFiles%2fServers%2fServer_239916%2fFile%2fReopening%252520Plan%2fCOVID-19%252520SELF%252520CHECKLIST.pdf


3.  

  

4.  Get your flu shot if you have not already signed up for one. You do 
not have to bring in a copy of the immunizations. However I do suggest you do so. This 
way all information is up to date. 

5.  Washing hands frequently is always so important and the best practice, 
Remember not just a quick soap and rinse. Sing Happy birthday twice and really work 
the soap over each finger and hand really well. 

6.         Medications: If your child requires medication to be 
administered at school, for any reason, a doctor’s form MUST be completed and the 
medication must be brought to school BY AN ADULT. Children are not allowed to 
transport any medication. The nurse is not allowed to administer any medication without 
an MD order as well. This includes over the counter medication as well. 

7.      Tylenol/Ibuprofen/Sunscreen/Insect Repellent/Cough Drops have a 
separate form that must be filled out and signed by a parent. 
Ibuprofen/Sunscreen/Insect Repellent/Cough Drops all must be brought in from home 
and dropped off with the form at the nurse’s office. 



8.         Illnesses: Please keep your child home from school if he/she has 
complaints in the morning of headache, sore throat, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea or 
elevated temperature.  These complaints may be the beginning of an illness.  If your 
child has any of these symptoms, he/she may be more susceptible to germs and may 
spread germs to others. There is no way to determine if a child has a viral infection vs 
COVID. The best thing to do is when there is any doubt, get tested. 

 9.     The 24-Hour Rule:   If your child has a fever over 100 degrees, he/she must be fever 
free, without any medication, for 24 hours before returning to school.  This rule also 
applies for vomiting and diarrhea.  If your child has an illness that requires antibiotics, 
he/she must be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school. 

10.      Clothing: The health room does NOT keep clothing on hand for 
accidents. If a child has a bathroom accident, a food spill accident, or an accident 
because of wet conditions (rain or snow) a parent will be called for a change of clothes. 
We would not want any child to feel uncomfortable, and will try to minimize this as well 
as we can. Remember: try to have the kids dress accordingly for all sorts of weather 
and be prepared. 

11.      Proper nutrition is important to learning. Starting the day with something to eat 
helps the body and the mind. The café is offering free lunch and breakfast till the end of 
December.   

  

 
Social/Emotional Tips from  Mr. Walton and Miss  Smith 
As we navigate the new school year during these unprecedented times, it is especially 
important for us to focus on our social-emotional wellness (students and adults alike). 
One way we can focus on reducing stress and improving our social-emotional wellness is 



through mindfulness. Mindfulness is an evidence-based practice that may help reduce 
stress and anxiety, improve the ability to focus, and increase positive emotions, among 
other results. It can be used in school or at home, by kids or adults. Mindfulness happens 
when we are fully present and engaged with what we are currently doing, without 
distractions and without judging. We can practice mindfulness when sitting, standing, 
walking, doing yoga, or just taking short pauses throughout our day. Some different types 
of mindfulness activities include: mindful breathing (focus on your breathing for 1+ 
minutes; bring your attention back to the breath when your mind wanders), the 
loving-kindness meditation (repeat, “May I be happy, may I be well, may I be filled with 
kindness and peace,” for 1+ minutes), and the body scan meditation (while deep 
breathing, note how your body feels at the moment, starting at the top of your head and 
gently scanning down through your body to your toes). You can engage in mindfulness 
anywhere and anytime. However, for more structured activities, you may want to set 
aside specific times to practice. Some free mindfulness-related apps that are available 
include: Headspace, Smiling Mind, MyLife Meditation, and Calm. 
 
Important Dates: 
11/26 & 11/27             Thanksgiving break 

12/4  report card distribution 

Weeks of 12/7 & 12/14    parent conferences 

12/24 – 1/3            winter break 
 

Photo packages arrived last week, and the kids look great!  If you are thinking about having the picture 

retaken for any reason, it will be done a little differently this year.  G & B Photography will host a retake 

night in their studio on December 15th from 4:00 – 7:00.  Anyone wanting a retake will need to schedule 

an appointment online using this link: https://bit.ly/3lFVFjD 

There will be no sitting fee for retakes. If you placed an order on the original day and would 

like a retake, you will need to arrive with the original package you received so you can order a 

new one using the new photo.  

If you have any questions, please contact G & B Photography directly, 860-265-1440 ext 3614. 

 
Michelle Dixon, principal 
Lisa Lovett, secretary 
Carol Scheuing, clerk 
Colleen Heneghan, nurse 
Office number:  860 648-5025 
PRS website:  http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home   

https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=6Z41QSbQEPD4YzcavqnzhFz_CAHMmDPks9Ecss5LFpxIOoC_UXvYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2furl%3fa%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fbit.ly%252f3lFVFjD%26c%3dE%2c1%2cqF5UAGoVSCdrSY__UNV0yXWrIOv7AUtKEYJRdBsPxOamFaumbDejGxO9xy9HB052J1AYiC42rI1SNlYZEDvCr0oWqIb79VCkll8HCUvRuAoJ9S7UHg%2c%2c%26typo%3d0
http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

